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Notice of Ricuarp Fiennes Foster, of Scar- 
borough, who died 24th of 5th mo. 1857, 
aged 79. 


Richard Fiennes Foster was born in 1778, at 
Newton-Morrel, near Bicester, in Oxfordshire. 
His parents were members of the Episcopal 
Church, and his mother, who appears to have 
been a woman of exemplary life and conversa- 
tion, was early left a widow with eight children, 
seven of whom were sons. 

On leaving school, Richard was placed appren- 
tice to a respectable draper of religious charac- 
ter, belonging to the Independents. In a memo- 
randum relating to his early life, he describes 
both his master, an unmarried man, and a sister 
who kept his house, as persons of “ serious and 
enquiring minds, dissatisfied with many of the 
forms and ceremonies’”’ usually connected with 
the ordinary profession of religion. They were 
in the practice of attending a place of worship 
about two miles distant from their residence, and 
as his mother did not wish R. F. to accompany 
them, he was generally left at home on First- 
days, and much exposed in this way, as well as 
others, to temptation and danger. It appears 
from his own statement, that when he first went 
to this situation, his “mind was in a tender 
state,” preserved to a great extent, from the con- 
tamination of the world; but it was not long 
before he fell into the snares of the enemy. Un- 
happily he made the acquaintance of some 
young men, who, by little and little, led him 
away from the orderly course he had hitherto 
pursued, into many evil practices. The neglect 


of the religious observance of the First-day of 
the week, and the regular attendance of public 
worship, was among the means of accelerating 
Sometimes his master 


his downward course. 
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” No. 27. 
succeeded in taking him with him to his place of 
worship, but he soon “ grew more desperate and 
objected to go’’—pleading his mother’s wish as 
an excuse; not that he might pursue the course 
which she would have desired, but in order to be 
at liberty to spend the day according to his own 
inclination. “Often,” he says, “I felt sharp 
reproof for what I did, and as often resolved to 
break off from my associates ; but my weak reso- 
lution soon failed me; no sooner did I meet with 
one of them, than he led meastray. So I went 
on, till I got to such a length in evil that I 
shudder at the thought, and feel thankful to the 
Allwise Disposer of events, that he did not cut 
me off in those days of gross wickedness, but 
was pleased to lengthen out the thread of my life, 
and to renew the visitations of his Holy Spirit, 
and the reproofs of instruction for the evil of my 
ways.’ Looking back to this humiliating period 
of his life, he gratefully commemorates the mercy 
of God his Saviour, that he was not, in thus 
walking in the sight of his own eyes, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh, entirely given over to the 
deceitfulness of his own heart, and rendered 
wholly callous to those Divine convictions. ‘TI 
was made deeply sensible,’ he continues, “ that 
I was sinning exceedingly against a gracious and 
merciful God, and at these seasons, as in the 
cool of the day, I poured forth my tears in secret 
unto Him who was able to save, begging his 
forgiveness and the continuance of his mercy.” 
Yet his heart was not changed—conviction had 
not brought him to conversion ; he still wavered 
in his course. ‘ After all,” he says, “ the ser- 
pent would induce me to speak to my former 
acquaintance ;”” evil communications again cor- 
rupted his way, and he “ran into the same excess 
of wickedness as before.” His master, seeing 
his danger, did not omit to exercise a Christian 
care over him; but, unsuccessful in his endeavors 
to reclaim, he thought it best to terminate his 
apprenticeship with him, to the great grief of his 
mother, and the loss of his own reputation. 
Another place was, nevertheless, soon obtained 
for him at Leicester ;yand here, through the 
tender mercy of Him who sees the end from the 
beginning, he appears to have been plucked like 
a brand from the burning, and effectually brought 
to the knowledge of Christ and his salvation. 
Taught by bitter experience that the way of 
sinners is hard, and that there is no peace to the 
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wicked, and afresh favored with the convictions 
and tendering influence of the Holy Spirit, he 
resolved “to form no new acquaintance.”” Sen- 
sible of his own weakness, he “ earnestly besought 
the Lord to strengthen his good resolutions ; and 
He was graciously pleased to draw his heart, with 
the cords of His love, to put his trust in Him.” 
Having been enabled to turn in deep repentance 
towards his God, and to look in humble faith to 
our Lord Jesus Christ, as the propitiation for our 
sins, he received strength, in answer to his pray- 
ers, to walk watchfully and circumspectly in His 
fear, ‘‘ putting off, concerning the former conver- 
sation, the old man, which is corrupt according 
to the deceitful lusts ; and, being renewed in the 
spirit of his mind, endeavoring to put on the new 
man, which after God is created in righteousness 
and true holiness.” 

By steady attention to business he gained the 
favor of his employers. With one of them he was 
in the practice of attending the Episcopal place 
of worship, being much interested by the ministry 
of a pious clergyman of that persuasion, whose 
character he appears to have appreciated. But 
his mind was now brought into serious considera- 
tion and exercise, on account of the forms and 
observances used in the ‘‘ Established Church ;” 
and he gradually became very uneas; with them. 
He “ was often deeply humbled under a sense of 
the Lord’s love, and his petitions arcended to 
Him, that He would be pleased to make known 
His blessed will, that he might do it.” 

This was about the year 1795, when, “ina 
very tender state of mind, he was often led to 
review the past,” and had his attention frequently 
turned towards the people called Quakers. An 
elder brother had already joined the Society, and 
knowing what difficulties and hard usage he had 
had to encounter from some of his nearest con- 
nections, in taking such a step, R. F. felt it to be 
a great trial to have to pursue the same course. 
Yet, on carefully examining the Christian princi- 
ples of the Society of Friends, he found them to 
be so much in accordance with what he believed 
to be the pure and simple doctrines of the Gospel 
of Christ, as they are recorded in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and as he had felt them applied by the 
Spirit to his own heart, that he was at length 
induced to attend one of their meetings for wor- 
ship. Little was said ; but such sweet and solemn 
feelings took possession of his mind, during the 
time of silent waiting upon God, that from that 
time he appears to have thought it right to con- 
tinue to unite with Friends in their worship, and 
to endeavor, in life and conversation, to act in 
accordance with their Christian profession. 

His serious and consistent deportment soon 
attracted the notice, and secured for him the kind 
regard of Friends in the neighborhood where he 
resided ; and aftera suitable time, he was admitted 
into membership by the Monthly Meeting of 
Leicester. That Meeting, on his removal, in 

1798, to Scarboro’, where he continued to reside 
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to the end of his days, recommended him to 
Pickering Monthly Meeting, as ‘“‘a member in 
full unity, of consistent and exemplary conduct.” 
That character he steadily maintained during the 
vicissitudes of after life. Having himself tasted 
that the Lord is gracious, and experienced the 
power of His redeeming love in Christ Jesus, his 
mind became much exercised on behalf of others ; 
and he felt himself constrained to speak asa 
minister of Christ in our meetings for worship. 
His gift being recognised by the Church, he was 
for many years frequently engaged to travel in 
the service of the Gospel, in different parts of our 
Society, both in Great Britain and Ireland, and 
in holding meetings with those who do not pro- 
fess with Friends; and, to a late period in life, 
he manifested a lively interest in the spiritual 
welfare of the members of our religious Society, 
and the advancement of the cause of Christ in 
the world. The following extracts from some of 
his latest letters instructively show the current 
of his religious feelings, and the Christian exer- 
cise of his mind, and may be interesting to many 
who knew him and appreciated his worth. 

Twelfth month 13th, 1856. ‘I feel it to be 
a very solemn thing sensibly to perceive that the 
bodily powers are much on the decline, and thus 
to be reminded of the solemn truth, that ‘it is 
appointed unto men once to die, and afterwards 
cometh the judgment.’ And how very busy is 
the Adversary of our soul’s peace to afflict and 
distress the poor mind, under a sense of manifold 
short-comings of our duty, andacts of unfaithful- 
ness. In this way I often feel deeply tried ; but 
what a favor it is, under all and through all, to 
be enabled to retain a hope in the mercy of God, 
through Christ Jesus, our Lord and Saviour,— 
even to flee for refuge to that hope set before us, 
which is an anchor of the soul both sure and 
steadfast.” 

First month 20th, 1857. ‘It does often ap- 
pear to me to be avery important day, as respects 
our small religious Society, a day of great re- 
search; and no marvel if our dear younger 
Friends, who have a liberal education, as well as 
some who are further advanced, should be dis- 
posed to search into the principles and customs 
of our religious Society ;—and we can rejoice 
that they do so, if only care is exercised to do it 
in the life and power of Truth. Then, I believe, 
would our light shine more conspicuously before 
men, to the glory of our Heavenly Father. But 
O ! while I continue most earnestly to desire the 
spreading of the Truth as it is in Jesus, and that 
our Society may grow and prosper therein, I am 
sensible that my days is nearly over as to vocal 
labor, and that it only remains for me to seek to 
know a deeper acquaintance with God, through 
the influence of his Holy Spirit ; patiently wait- 
ing upon him, through the remaining trials and 
conflicts of time, that a state of sanctification and 
redemption may be attained, before the solemn 
period may come when the slender thread, which 
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retains us in this state of mutability, be broken. A VOICE FROM SWITZERLAND. 

; : ? 
O ! how much I often feel in looking to that), perrer rrom THE SYNOD OF CANTON VAUD TO AMERICAN 
solemn period, as being in all probability near at CHRISTIANS. 


leo ~ ae a ro aay on on By request of the Synod of the Free Church 

; : J, : neat ait’ y “a of the Canton Vaud (Switzerland),—who have 
have nothing to look to, or depend on, - the ' spontaneously committed the following document 
merey of God in Jesus Christ ; and 0! the | to their care—the undersigned lay before their 
aboundings of His Jove, in having laid this  fellow-Christians in the United States the Address 
ag oo ore "? a 0% nate ii | of the Synod upon the subject of Slavery. And 
went ae time when I falt more "autady See ae ee eee ere 
desirous to be enabled fully to surrender myself’ nied autos Gen pe Sat eee bon, 
into the hands of a gracious and merciful Creator, | ligious and secular, throughout the country, to 
to do or to suffer a little longer, as He, in his | insert the same in their respective journals at an 
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wisdom, may see meet, and patiently to bear all 
the infirmities and weakness of advanced age, 
until He may say, it is enough; though I am 
sometimes ready to adopt the language: ‘ Lord 
my hope is in thee, what wait I for ?” 

Thus exercised in spirit before the Lord, the 
veteran soldier of Christ patiently waited for a 
dismissal from His service in the militant Church, 
that he might be prepared to exchange the cross 
meekly borne on earth, for the crown to be for 
ever worn in heaven. His decline was gradual. 
Repeated attacks of illness had impaired his 
strength, and when the last disorder brought him 
near to his end, he was sustained in peace and 
love, and in a confiding trust in God his Saviour. 
Allusion being made to the dark valley which he 
was about to pass, he remarked, “ It is not dark 
to me; I see a bright light beyond it.” 


The last Scripture reading to which he listened 
was from the 18th verse of the first chapter of 
the first Epistle to the Corinthians to the end of 


the second chapter. Very early on the morning 
of the 23rd of Fifth month he said : “ The voice 
of the Lord is mightier than the noise of many 
waters, yea than the waves of the sea,’”’ adding 
in a melodious voice, “‘I have trusted in Him, 
and I shall not be disappointed.” 

Addressing himself to one who stood by, he 
said, “See how peacefully a Christian can die.”’ 
When offered some refreshment, he said, ‘‘ No, 
I want nothing ; the body is done; I only want 
the Lord to take me to himself,—if it be right to 
say, I want that.” When asked if he felt 
happy, he replied, “‘ Happy beyond conception !” 
Again he exclaimed, “ Is this dying ?—Glory ! 
Glory !’—Annual Monitor. 


For Friends’ Review. 


‘(ALL IS NOT GOLD THAT GLITTERS.” 


Queen Victoria has placed T. B. Macauley in 
the British Peerage, having granted him a 
patent of nobility. His adherence, in the new 
edition of his History of England, to the charges 
he formerly made against Wm. Penn, after they 
had been thoroughly examined and refuted, 
proves that she has not made him a noble 
man. 


early day. 

The original document, subscribed by the offi- 
cers and members of the Synod, is in the posses- 
sion of the undersigned : 

Jos. P. Thompson, 
Stephen H. Tyng, R. 8. Storrs, Jr., 
Asa D. Smith, A. D. Gillette, 
J. Kennaday. 
New York, Dec. 3, 1857. 


Thos. E. Vermilye, 


TO THE CHRISTIANS OF THE UNITED STATES OF NORTH 
AMERICA WHO LABOR FOR THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 


Dearly Beloved Brethren in Jesus Christ our 
Lord :—The Synod of the Free Evangelical 
Church of the Canton of Vaud in Switzerland, 
considering the institution of slavery to be con- 
trary to the principles of Christianity, and de- 
grading to those who maintain it as well as to 
its yictims, feels bound to express its deep sym- 
pathy for the cause you uphold, namely, the 
emancipation of the slaves throughout the length 
and breadth of your great republic. 

Surely, if it be sad that slavery should still 
exist eighteen centuries after the Son of God 
came into the world and angels hailed His ad- 
vent, singing, ‘“‘ Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good-will toward men,” it is most 
peculiarly painful for us to hear that Christians, 
yea, even Churches, lend their concurrence to 
such a state of things, or, at least, bear it with- 
out strenuously laboring for its removal. We 
pray the Lord to open the eyes of all men, but 
especially of our brethren in Christ, to the ery- 
ing injustice of slavery ; and we beseech Him to 
cause to reign in every heart that charity of 
which He is the very fountain and pattern, and 
in the estimation of which there is “ neither 
Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, 
barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is 
all and in all.’’ Oh, when shall the time come when 
all the tribes of the earth shall be reconciled 
together, and all beings created after the image 
of God shall love one another as brethren, and 
that great promise be fulfilled : ‘‘ They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, for 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea.” Isa. xi. 9. 

Meanwhile, we find comfort and hope in the 
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thought that a great number of Christians in 
your country lament this evil and labor for the 
abolition of slavery. We have felt ourselves 
urged, dear brethren, to hold out to you the right 
hand of fellowship, and to express our heartfelt 
wishes for the success of your noble endeavor. 

Like yourselves, we consider as anti-Christian 
that possession of one man by another which 
degrades to the level of a thing the immortal 
being made after God’s image: and like you, 
we abhor all the evils consequent on this subver- 
sion of the first elements of Christian morals. 
We consider as criminal that constant insecurity 
and frequent rupture of the sacred bonds of mar- 
riage, which cut at the very root of the divine 
institution of the Family ; lastly, we cannot but 
shudder at the thought of all the other, if possi- 
ble, still more frightful disorders entailed by the 
baneful institution of slavery. 

The thought of these evils fills our hearts with 
sorrow and dismay ; with sorrow because those 
sins are committed in a Protestant land, where 
there are so many thousands of evangelical 
churches ; and because, being ourselves evangeli- 
cal Protestants, it seems to us that our brethren’s 
sin is, in some degree, our own; with dismay 
because all this takes place in the midst of a peo- 
ple to whom our European nations and our re- 
formed Churches are accustomed to look, in many 
respects, with hope and admiration. 

Dearly beloved Brethren, who have begun to 
fight in the holy cause of the abolition of slavery, 
receive the heartfelt expression of our Christian 
affection and brotherly sympathy. Be of good 
courage, brethren, be of good courage ; you labor 
in a cause agreeable to God. 

Though far away from the scene of conflict, 
we yet know something of the difficulties which 
beset you, from the very gravity of the evil ; we 
know the faith, energy, prudence and perseve- 
rance you need to-conquer in this good fight. 

Once more, be of good courage, and may 
Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given to the 
world that new law—‘ As ye would that men 
should do unto you, do ye also unto them,”— 
may Christ Jesus strengthen you for this work 
of justice and of charity. 

Pray, speak, write, act, use every means in 
conformity with the Gospel; and if the Chris- 
tians of your own country and of the whole world 
redouble their prayers and their endeavors, the 
victory must be yours. 

That victory will be complete, and Christian 
principles will be fully triumphant, when freed 
slaves and free negroes shall be treated every- 
where as becomes the dignity of a being created 
after the image of God, and called unto salvation 
in Christ Jesus. Dearly beloved brethren, may 
your Churches and all their members, in this and 
every other respect, set an example of that love 
of our neighbor which knows no respect of per- 
sons, and which overthrows every barrier raised 
by sin between man and man. 
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Dearly beloved Brethren, we who take the 
Christian liberty to address you thus, we are 
very little, we are nothing; but we know that, 
through faith and prayer, the very weakest may 
bring help to his brethren. We will, therefore, 
pray with you and for you, that God may guide 
you by His spirit of wisdom, that He may keep 
you from all sin in your undertakings, and that 
He may one day show you His salvation. 

Done at Vevay, May 14, 1857. 

[Signed by 
Ls. Burnier, President. 
TROYON and 
Ls. Bripkt, Vice Presidents 
P. LERESCHE and 
ANTOINE REYMoND, Secretaries, 
and 76 members of the Synod. ] 





Memoir of Saran Gippins, jun., deceased 6th 
of 3 mo. 1857, aged 13 years. 


This dear child was the eldest daughter of Joseph 
and Sarah Gibbins of Birmingham, [Eng.] ; and 
evinced, from a very early age, a remarkably 
amiable and thoughtful disposition, and a matu- 
rity of mind beyond her years. The love of her 
Heavenly Father seemed sweetly to influence her 
heart; and to see how tenderly she was dealt 
with may be encouraging to other young persons 
also early to seek the Lord for their portion. Ti 
her parents, sister, and brothers, her attentions in 
sickness and health were unwearied ; and another 
striking trait in her character was her scrupulous 
adherence to truthfulness, even in the minutest 
matters, and her great fear of having credit given 
her for anything more than she felt belonged to 
her. One of her memoranda expresses her desire 
to be very careful how her thoughts were engaged 
when at meeting ; and her disinclinatiou to enter 
into conversation immediately afterwards was 
strikingly appareut. It was her practice, when 
prevented attending on such occasions, to observe 
the time at home by reading to her younger sister 
and brother from the Scriptures, and afterwards 
sitting with them in silence. On the last occa- 
sion of this sort, after the commencement of her 
illness, she requested her sister to read to her the 
19th Psalm. 

Until the time of her last illness (which was 
scarcely of a week’s continuance) she appeared 
in good health, and her parents were quite un- 

repared for so sudden a termination of a life 
which bid fair to be a great comfort to them. 
The following memoranda, found after her de- 
cease, appear to have been written at Brighton. 
where the family were staying for a few weeks. 
in the Ninth month, 1856. 

“Ninth month 12th. I have before written 
many texts, but having not felt quite satisfied 
with them I think it would be better to begin 
again, hoping that He who has declared that 
His yoke is easy and His burden light will be 
pleased to bless my humble efforts this time. 
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‘ Ask and it shall be given you, seek and ye shall 
find, knock and it shall be opened unto you.’ 
O! what a promise ; O ! what joy and consolation 
these words give to the soul that longs and pants 
after righteousness, like my own. But, alas! 
alas! how far I am from the blessed city, where 
no one can enter till they are born again; yes, 
every one must be born again, they must be 
washed in the blood of the Lamb, who died for 
sinners such as I am.” 

“Ninth month 14th. ‘Love your enemies, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for those 
that despitefully use you and persecute you for 
my sake.’ We cannot do this of our own strngth, 
it must be strength from above. We have great 
need of doing good to those that hate us ; it is 
hard to love our enemies without this strength, 
but God will give it us, if we pray to Him for it.” 

‘Ninth month 15th. ‘Teach me to do thy 
will, for thou art my God ;’ O that we all might 
do the will of the Lord, for it is His will only 
that we should do, not our own. Thy will, not 
mine, be done, O Lord.” 

“Ninth month 16th. ‘Watch and pray, that 
ye enter not into temptation.’ We need to pray 
very much to God to keep us from temptation 
and sin, for the spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.’? Under the same date she adds, 


——— 


*¢ ‘Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth.” QO! I think this is such a beautiful | 
portion, and O that we all might remember Him 
who died for us, now while we are young, and | 
not leave such a solemn thing as this to a 


death-bed.”’ 

‘Ninth month 17th. While sitting in the 
public meeting this evening my mind was afresh 
awakened to the great duty of prayer; without 
prayer we can do nothing, by prayer we can 
obtain pardon from our sins through the precious 
blood of the Lamb.” 

* Ninth month 18th. ‘Search the Scrip- | 
tures.’ QO that we all might search the Bible | 
with more diligence, with more eagerness after 
truth and righteousness, not clinging to the 
things of this world, but everlasting things, and 
then, I believe, we should be happier far.”’ 

“20th. ‘O satisfy us early with Thy mercy, 
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days ;’ 
and again, ‘behold the Lamb of God, which | 
taketh away the sins of the world.’ ” 

Her birth-day was on the 26th; and on the 
27th she makes the following memorandum : 
‘‘ A birth-day is a solemn day indeed; O Lord, 
may I ask of thee, if thou shouldst see fit to spare 
my life another year, that I may have a con-| 
science void of offence towards God and towards 
man.” 

A short time before she was taken ill, she read | 
a hymn to her mother, in which the following | 
stanzas occur, which seem strikingly descriptive | 
of her own experience : 





‘*O come to the Saviour in life’s happy morning, 
Yield up the young heart to its Maker’s control, 


| nor in their own particulars. 
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While the rose in its freshness the cheek is adorning 

And the glad eye is beaming the bliss of the soul. 
O, come to the Saviour, ere trial and sorrow 

On life’s sunny path their dark shadow have thrown, 
Ere the heart vainly seeks consolation to borrow 

From frail fleeting hopes, in its need that are flown. 
O, come to the Saviour, his goodness adoring, 

His love that is precious in life’s every stage ; 
Now early approach him, his friendship imploring, 

The guide of your youth, and the hope of your age.’ 
Her last illness was short, and its termination 
unexpected. She was throughout sweetly patient, 
and her love and thoughtfulness for others were 
still the same; her sorrowing parents are con- 
soled in believing that their great loss is her 
eternal gain; and can thankfully acknowledge 
that to them her “‘ humble efforts’’ have indeed 
been blessed, the remembrance of her being a 
sweet encouragement to those she has left behind, 
to set their affections on those things which are 
not seen, and which are eternal.— Annuai Moni- 
tor. 


EPISTLE OF GEORGE FOX, 
To Friends in the Ministry in Pennsylvania and N. Jersey. 


Enfield, 30th of Fifth month, 1685. 

Dear Friends,—With my love to you all, and 
all other Friends. I was glad to hear from you ; 
but you gave me no account of the increase of 
Truth amongst you, nor what meetings you have 
had amongst the Indian Kings and their people 
abroad in the country, and of your visiting 
Friends in New England, Virginia and Carolina, 
nor of your travels and labors in the Gospel ; 
though you have in all those countries liberty to 
serve and worship God, and preach the Truth. 
And I understand many have a desire to live in 
it, especially in Carolina; and you who travel 
now to visit Friends in those provinces, it is 
thought strange that you do not visit them; 
{those people who were seeking the Truth. ] 
Therefore, I desire that you may all improve 
your gifts and talents, and not hide them ina 
napkin, lest they be taken from you; and not 
put your candle under a bushel, lest it go out ; 
and not be like the foolish virgins, which kept 
their name ef virgins, but neglected having oil 
in their lamps: such were not diligent in the 
work of God, nor in the concerns of the Lord, 
And, therefore, my 
desires are, that you may all be diligent, serving 
the Lord and minding his glory, and the pros- 
perity of His Truth, this little time you have to 
live; and be not like Adam, in the earth, but 
use this world as though you did not use it; for 
they that covet after this world fall into divers 
snares and hurtful lusts. And, therefore, con- 
sider that you are but sojourners here, that you 
may pass your time in the fear of God ; and you 
being many, and having many of the Friends in 
the ministry going over into those parts, you may 
be a hindrance one unto another, if you [confine 
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your visits to Friends, and] do not travel in the 
life of the universal Truth, that would have all 
men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of 
the Truth. And if you would have them come 
to the knowledge of the Truth, let them know it, 
and where it is to be found. So I desire that 
you be valiant for it upon the earth, that you 
may give a good account unto God at the last, 
with joy. I desire that all Friends in the min- 
istry may see this in Pennsylvania and New Jer- 
sey. 
My love to you all in the holy seed of life that 
reigns over all. Amen. G. F. 


For Friends’ Review. 
A FARMER’S EVENING RECORD. 


To-day discharged C. P., who has, with the 
exception of occasional absences, worked for me 
at least six years, and I may say that when here 
he has served me faithfully. But if he fell in 
with a certain circle of loose companions, all 
obligations were forgotten. 
or inconvenience his employer might sustain, 
his money must be exhausted and his strength 
impaired ere he would return to his labor. Again 
and again my interest in him has induced me to 
receive him back into my family. But ina very 
busy season he has again fora long time absented 
himself without leave, till at length I reluctantly 
concluded no longer to have my business dis. 
arranged by his irregularities. 1 informed him 
in a kind manner of my decision, and he made no 
objection. In our settlement he reminded me of 
a forgotten purchase, which nearly absorbed the 
balance of his wages. That was like him. He 
gathered together his scanty wardrobe, whilst 
with a heart yearning over him I was longing for 
some evidence of penitence on which to ground 
a reversal of my judgment. His emotions were 
strong, and he expressed to one of the family 
his deep regret, though conscious that his dis- 
charge was just. He left without giving me the 
opportunity of a parting word, and I wept over 
him in unaffected tenderness and grief. 

By a singular coincidence, my men have to-day 
been employed in digging up an orchard, which, 
though well cultivated and occupying a good 
locality, has been altogether unremunerative. 
‘‘ Why cumbereth it the ground?” has been for 
years a question, ere the ultimate decision. 

What knowest thou, Oh, my soul! of a fruit- 
less tree? of an unprofitable servant? Let it not 
be said unto thee, ‘Out of thine own mouth I 
will condemn thee.” N. J. 


THE SCULPTURE OF HABIT. 


Did you ever watch a sculptor slowly fashion- 
ing a human countenance? It is not moulded at 
once. [tis not struck out at a single heat. It is 
painfully and laboriously wrought. A thousand 
blows rough-cast it. Ten thousand chisel-points 





No matter what loss | 


REVIEW. 


polish and perfect it—put in the fine touches, 
| . . : 
| and bring out the features and expression. It isa 


work of time; but at last the full likeness comes 
out and stands fixed forever and unchanging in 
the solid marble. 

Well, so does a man under the leadings of the 
Spirit, or the teachings of Satan, carve out his 
own morallikeness. Every day he addssomething 
to the work. A thousand acts of thought, and will, 
and deed, shape the features and expression of 
the soul—habits of love and purity, and truth 
—habits of falsehood, malice, and uncleanness, 
silently mould and fashion it, till at length it 
wears the likeness of God, or the image and 
superscription of the Evil One.—Plain Puro- 
chial Sermons. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BRISTOL TOTAL 
ABSTINENCE SOCIETY, ENGLAND. 


The Chairman, George Thomas, in the course 
of an excellent address, spoke of the varied evils 
of intemperance, and then observed that such 
being the evils resulting from the use of intoxi- 
cating liquors, they ought to try and do what 
they could to get rid of them, especially when 
there were so many who could bear testimony to 
the fact that they could not only do without 
these drinks, but that they were all the better 
for abstaining. This he could say was the case 
with himself, after 20 years’ experience of total 
abstinence principles. Had he not been a total 
abstainer, he had not the least doubt but that 
within the last twenty years he should have had 
many attacks of the gout, to which he had a 
strong tendency, and been laid up perhaps for 
several months, whereas during the whole of that 
time he had not been laid up three days. But 
it was said they must not try legislative measures 
to hasten the time for bringing about, this great 
reformation—that they must not do anything to 
alter the law by which to prevent the people 
having these temptations thrown in their way. 
Now there was one very extraordinary fact which 
he had collected from a pamphlet published by 
the Dublin Stutistical Society. Ireland, as they 
were aware, was divided into four provinces, and 
it was found that in Connaught, where he should 
have thought there would have been more drunk- 
ards than elsewhere, there were 84 out of every 
100,000 of the population committed for drunk- 
enness, whereas in Leinster there were 454 com- 
mitted out of every 100,000. And what was 
the cause of this extraordinary difference ? 
Simply that there were so many more tempting 
places in the one province than in the other. 
Was not that a strong reason why these tempta- 
tions should not be placed within the reach of 
these poor creatures? He knew it was difficult 
to legislate upon such a question as this, but 
when such direful calamities were produced by 
strong drinks, surely it was worth considering 
whether it was not high time to look seriously at 
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the subject. What was all legislation for? Was 
it not for the benefit of the multitude, not for 

that of a particular class; and did not govern- 

ment now interfere and restrict such trades as 

were injurious to the interests of the people, 

although the interests of individuals might suffer 

thereby? There was, he admitted, a great deal 

in the argument that men could not be Chris- 

tianized or soberized by act of parliament, but 

at the same time, when these drinking customs 

were so prolific a source of pauperism, crime, 

disease and insanity, he thought the question 

should be seriously considered, and he did hope 

the time would soon come when the people of 
this country would make up their minds that it 
was desirable to take some legislative steps in 

the matter. The chairman spoke at some length 

upon this topic. 

Canon Jenkins, M. A., Rector of Dowlais, 
next addressed the meeting, commencing by 
giving all praise to the advocates of total absti- 
nence societies—societies which had done, were 
doing, and, without any doubt whatever, would con- 
tinue to do an immense and incalculable amount 
of benefit to the human family. He went with 
them hand, heart and soul, without any mental 
reservation whatever, as far as they went. But 
if they would give him the liberty to speak his 
mind honestly, he would say they did not go far 
enough. Notwithstanding the very great success 
and prosperity with which their efforts had been 
crowned throughout the length and breadth of 
the land, Bacchus still reigned—his dominion 
was wide, and his subjects innumerable. Intoxi- 
cation and drunkenness still continued rife and 
rampant through the country, and, like a mighty 
overwhelming torrent, carried all before it down 
to the dismal and dark regions of pauperism, 
wretchedness, ruin and death, temporal and 
spiritual. In many parts of the country drunken- 
ness was rapidly on the increase. Yes, this 
enemy of God and man was gaining fresh ground, 
and adding fearfully to the number of its degra- 
ded victims. Temperance societies were not suf- 
ficient to stem the torrent. The Rev. Canon 
continued by avowing himself a Maine-law man, 
and arguing that the only method effectually to 
combat the growing evil of drunkenness was the 
adoption of this law, which had been tried with 
such beneficial effects by Brother Jonathan. 
John Bull was rubbing his eyes. He was really 
beginning to see that the chain was too short; 
and, let John Bull once become awake, his eyes 
opened to the paths of duty, and what would he 
not do? The speaker continued, at considera- 
ble length, to advocate the adoption of a Maine- 
law, as it would remove all temptation out of 
Britain altogether. Wishing the temperance 
movement most cordially all success as far as it 
went, he should march on to a foreign country, 
amongst people of very different habits and cus- 
toms; and it was not his intention ever to re- 
turn, or to send to ask after their welfare. His 





growing conviction was that they would soon 
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march on after and join him. He appeared 
amongst them as a thorough Maine-law man—as 
the Scotch said, ‘‘ an out and outer.”’ In advo- 
cating this movement, he hoped to observe two 
things; not to utter one unkind, harsh, or unchris- 
tian word against brewers, distillers, or publicans : 
his vocabulary did not contain one word to offend 
or hurt them. Secondly, not to say one kind, 
pleasing, tender or soothing word of public 
houses, drinking, grog, or gin shops, of intoxi- 
cation or drunkenness. He characterized drunk- 
enness as the British demon—the Nena Sahib of 
this country—guilty of all the foul and bloody 
deeds laid at the door of that execrable monster. 
It was the great hinderance to the onward progress 
of the nation in health, intelligence and religion ; 
doing more harm than all the ministers of the 
gospel were doing good. He was told that 
£75,000,000 of money was spent every year in 
drink. What a sum to spend for such a purpose. 
£75,000,000 every year to impoverish, degrade, 
weaken, demoralize, brutalize and ruin our fel- 
low-countrymen, increasing crime, disease and 
death ; filling our gaols, infirmaries and asylums 
with paupers, lunatics, thieves, and murderers ! 
Then, imprison, transport and hang them for 
doing that which they would never have thought 
of, much less enacted, had it not been for strong 
drink. The eloquent speaker exhorted Bristol 
to follow the example of Manchester, and, not 
far in the future, the north represented by Man- 
chester, the south and west by Bristol, they 
should join in proceeding to London, and within 
the walls of St. Steplten’s should present a per- 
missive bill to demolish the demon drink as a 
voluntary law of the people ; and backed by such 
a fact, what parliament would dare to reject such 
a petition ?—Bristol Tem. Herald. 


‘(Tl AM GOING YOUR WAY. ”’ 


, 


‘“T am going your way,’’ said the superinten- 
dent of our Sunday-school to a brother teacher, 
one dark, cold evening, in last January. ‘“ Iam 
going your way, and we may as well walk to- 
gether.” So, arm-in-arm, and sheltering them- 
selves under an umbrella, they soon forgot the 
discomforts of the path as their “ hearts burned 
within them,”’ while, like the disciples on the 
road to Emmaus, they communed together con- 
cerning Him “ whom having not seen they love.” 
They were engaged, heart and hand, in the same 
blessed service ; their joy was mutual joy, their 
hope a common hope ; they “ walked together, 
being agreed.” 

“T am going your way,” said a dissolute 
youth, as he linked his arm within that of a boon 
companion who was wending his way to a thea- 
tre. ‘I am going your way, and we may as well 
walk together.” hey were partners in sin; 
itheir last night’s revel, and their schemes for 
| days of future iniquity, formed the burden of 
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their conversation. They, too, ‘‘ walked together, 
being agreed.” 

Reader, which way are you going? There are 
but two ways; either you are hastening along 
the broad, smooth road, to everlasting death, or 
you are 

“Tracing those holy paths that lead 
To glory and to God.” 

Are your life and conversation saying to those 
around, ‘‘ I am going your way?” If so, seek— 
oh, seek earnestly !—to lead others, and especially 
the young, to tread the same safe and blessed 
way ; say to them, as Moses did to Hobab, “ We 
are journeying unto the place of which the Lord 
said, I will give it you: come with us, and we 
will do thee good, for the Lord hath spoken good 
concerning Israel.’’ And, oh! if you are not 
travelling along with the righteous, but are wan- 
dering in paths of your own choosing, stop! I 
entreat you, ere you take another step, stop, and 
‘CONSIDER your WAYs!”’—Churchman’s Penny 
Magazine. 
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Tue House or Inpustry.-—The Female So- 
ciety of Philadelphia, for the Relief and Employ- 
ment of the Poor, after a long course of useful- 
ness, embracing a period of more than sixty 
years, has recently met with a heavy loss of in- 
vested funds. The sales gt their store in North 
7th street have also been seriously lessened du- 
ring the present winter, while, from the same 
cause, the number of applicants for relief has 
been largely increased over other years. The 
number of women in daily attendance at the 
House, with their children, and receiving a good 
dinner and suitable compensation for their labor, 



























































is upwards of one hundred and fifty. 





Unless assistance is afforded by their friends, 
whom they reluctantly but earnestly call upon to 
aid them, the Society will feel obliged to close 
their house. 

Donations will be gratefully received at the 
House of Industry, No. 112 North 7th street, or 
by Mary Ann Bacon, Treasurer, No. 313 Race 
street. 









































Tue ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS FOR THE DIF- 
FUSION OF ReELIGious AND UsrruLt Kwyow- 
LEDGE.—Every parent who is religiously con- 
cerned for the welfare of his children, will guard 
them against the contamination of vice and an 
association with corrupt persons. He will en- 
deavor to furnish them with pleasant and instruc- 













































REVIEW. 


tive recreation, and to secure for them pious and 
agreeable companions. But there are avenues to 
evil even more dangerous than the occasional 
meeting with wicked company, or a casual con- 
tact with open vice, exhibiting its odious features. 
“‘ We know of no surer or swifter road to ruin, 
for the youth of our day,” says a recent writer, 
“than the reading of bad books and corrupt pa- 
pers. No youth ever escaped the contaminating 
effect upon his mind and character of once read- 
ing a licentious book. The memory of its scenes 
will come back upon him in fearful and odious 
distinctness in after years, even when by God’s 
mercy he may have become a true Christian. 
They will haunt his hours of retirement and de- 
votion, and obtrude between him and his now 
reconciled Saviour, long after he had hoped to 
have escaped for ever their recollection. 

“We warn, entreat, beseech our youth, as they 
value purity of thought and purity of affection— 
as they desire peace of mind and approval of con- 
science—as they prize nobleness of character and 
an unsullied reputation—as they hope for the 
respect of men and the favor of God, that they 
cast from them as an odious and leprous thing, 
every book, paper, picture, which they would be 


unwilling to exhibit to father, mother, or sister. 


You cannot take fire in your bosom and not be 
burned.” 

While on the one hand, therefore, too great 
care cannot be exercised in withholding and 


avoiding pernicious publications of every charac- 


ter, it is scarcely less important to provide such 
literature for the youthful mind, thirsting after 
knowledge or needing relief from toil, as will at 
once satisfy a healthy longing for information, 
instruct the intellect and improve the heart. 
Above all, it should be our constant aim so to 
cultivate, direct and nourish the desires and affec- 
tions of our youth as to lead them to enjoy reli- 
gious reading, to delight in contemplating the 
lives of faithful Christians—men and women who 
have been made truly great by the gentleness of 
Christ—and to seek through the pages of re- 
vealed truth for that salvation which comes by 
Him. 

These remarks have been suggested by taking 
up the pen to recal the attention of our readers 
to the announcement, in the last number of the 
Review, of the organization of ‘‘ The Association 


of Friends for the Diffusion of Religious and 


Useful Knowledge.” We believe it will meet a 
o 
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cordial approval throughout our Society in this 
country; but our distant friends must bear in 
mind that their co-operation will be necessary to 
carry into effect the objects of the Association. 
Its proceedings show that the Committee of Pub- 
lication has been already authorized to issue 
several books at an early date; and steps have 
been taken to open an agency and depository in 
this city. In the mean time, Friends who may 
wish to make arrangements for procuring books 
for themselves, or for neighborhood and Prepara- 
tive Meeting libraries, can communicate with the 
Committee of Correspondence. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA TRAINING SCHOOL FOR 
FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN.—We have read, 
with great interest, the Fifth Annual Report of 
the Directors of this Institution, together with 
that of the Superintendent, and the several ad- 
dresses at the laying of the corner stone of the 
new building at Media, Delaware County, in the 
12th month last, as presented in a large pamphlet 
of 64 pages. The Directors mention, as a strong 
proof of the deep hold which the education of 
imbeciles has taken upon the intelligent convic- 
tions of the benevolent, that several of those who 
have been longest and most intimately conver- 
sant with the work, came from different and dis- 
tant States, on that occasion, to cheer by their 
presence, and to remove, by their addresses, any 
doubts whether the object be entitled to sym- 
pathy and support. One of the speakers related 
two striking instances of the great change of 
sentiment produced by a thorough examination 
of the subject on the part of those who had re- 
garded the attempt to teach and train idiots as a 
piece of romance. 

When the Legislature of New York, in 1851, 
passed an act, establishing an experimental 
school for the education of idiots, Wm. L. Marey 
and John C. Spencer were placed upon the 
Board of Trustees without their knowledge, and 
the subject had never been brought to their at- 
tention. The former, when informed of his ap- 
pointment, was ready to accept it, but said: 
‘This is a strange business the Legislature has 
set us at. I don’t know what peculiar qualifica- 
tion it may have discovered in us, for the work- 
ing, teaching and training the fools of our State; 
nor do we think we shall do them much good, or 
ourselves much credit.” John C. Spencer was 
displeased and indignant. “ This is all wrong ;”’ 
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said he, “there is no warrant for the appropria- 
tion of public funds for such a visionary and im- 
practicable purpose; had I known of the move- 
ment I would have opposed it, and certainly 
would not have allowed Governor Hunt to have 
nominated me as a trustee ; his benevolent head 
has got the advantage of his judgment in this 
matter; the idea of teaching and training idiots 
is preposterous, because teaching involves the 
existence of mind, and it is the want of this that 
constitutes an idiot.” 

Being selected as a special committee to select 
a superintendent, they visited Dr. Wilbur's 
private school for idiots at Barre, Mass., where 
they had a full opportunity of examining his 
pupils and investigating his system. ‘ Immedi- 
ately on leaving,” said the speaker, “‘ Mr. Spen- 
cer avowed to Governor Marcy his conversion 
from skepticism ; his conviction that the under- 
taking was feasible; and, that being the case, 
his recognition of the propriety on the part of 
the State in entering upon the work. Governor 
Marey expressed like sentiments.’ W. L. 
Marcy took an active part in the management 
of the Institution, and ever after evinced a deep 
interest in its welfare. J.C. Spencer acted as 
chairman of the executive committee up to his 
death and became the most enthusiastic member 
of the Board. 
continued the speaker, “‘ to see these two illus- 
trious statesmen stoop from the lofty sphere of 
their life-long ambition, to the humble Christian 


, 


“Tt was an impressive moral,” 


duty of teaching imbecile children.’ 

Interesting cases are given, in the pamphlet, 
of the education of idiots at institutions in this 
country and abroad, supporting the position that 
“although we cannot work a miracle—cannot 
transform an idiot to the condition of one en- 
dowed with a just measure of intellect, still we 
can effect practical improvement and confer last- 
ing benefit.” We select the following from the 
Report of Dr. Parrish, the Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania School. 

R.——, a pretty girl of seven years, is one of 
our family. She came to us without the capa- 
city to utter a word; she was eccentric and im- 
pulsive in all her movements. Agile as a kitten, 
she could climb, and roll herself about, as she 
pleased. Asan evidence of moral perversion, 
nothing gratified her so much as to witness a 
fall, or an injury to one of the other children. 
Her laughing-time was, when any one else cried. 
If her doll fell from her hands, and was broken, 
it pleased her wonderfully. If it did not soon 
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break by accident, she would destroy it, and yet 
exhibit signs of grief if it was taken from her. 
She was too excitable to talk, and yet her voice 
was shrill, and loud, in crying or lawghter. Ef- 
forts had been made to induce her to talk; _re- 
wards offered, and punishment threatened. She 
understood what was said to her, hoped for the 
reward, and shrunk from the fear of punishment, 
but yet could not speak. When she came un- 
der our care, the first thing to insist upon, was, 
that no instructor or attendant should say a word 
to her about talking. Her nervous system was 
sadly deranged; she wanted balance; and un- 
der the use of tonic medical treatment, out-door 
exercise, and judicious moral restraint, she be- 
came more and more able to control herself; she 
was less nervous; and speaking being just as 
natural to her as eating, as soon as she could 
command the force which controlled her vocal 
organs, she spoke. True, the muscles of her 
mouth and tongue had been trained, by joining 
her to aclass who were learning phonetic sounds. 
She could not utter them herself, but she saw 
others use the mouth and tongue as they were 
directed, and by imitating them, though involun- 
tarily, she learned that to articulate some sounds, 
she must close her lips, and open them to pro- 
nounce others. She saw that the children placed 
a finger on the front of the neck, when they 
attempted a guttural sound; and on their noses, 
when they gave a nasal sound ; and she discover- 
ed that there was a connection between the noise 
made, and the part to which the finger was touch- 
ed, and doubtless associated the sound and the 
source of it together. In short, she learned to 
talk without learning ; and though her first ef- 
forts were whispers, (and she whispers now, in 
the presence of strangers,) she has, in a good de- 
gree, the command of her vocal apparatus. She 
can sing loudly, and with a clear voice. She 
lisps in conversation, for she has not yet pro- 
gressed far enough to overcome this defect, but 
that she will, there is no doubt. 

Her first effort at singing was after she had 
retired to her room, early one summer evening. 
Her attendant had put her in bed, and left the 
apartment, after which the child lifted up her 
voice in song, as follows: 


‘* Gentle Jesus, meek and mild, 
Look upon a little child; 

Pity my simplicity, 

Suffer me to come to thee.” 


She had heard this little hymn sung in the 
school-room, and treasured it in her memory. 
For seven years she had lived in the world, and 
heard sweet sounds, and looked upon pleasant 
things; but she was never before able to give 
expression to the promptings of her little heart. 
The household was gladdened with her voice, 
and soon she was sent far away, to cheer the 
hearts of parents and friends. She is now with 























read. She was a perfect mute, and would have 
probably degenerated into idiocy, but for timely 
eare; while this singular and remarkable de- 
velopment of articulate sounds will ever be a 
stimulus for continued effort and progress. Some 
thought her on the way to hopeless idiocy, and 
she might have been utterly lost to society, by 
the mere fact of considering her an imbecile 
mute, which would have been enough to para- 
lyze all effort at recovery. 


Another case.—Two years ago, the child we 


now present was a perfect wild girl of twelve 
years. ‘To elude the gaze of intelligence, or even 


the look of kindness, from a stranger, she would 


run to the woods, hide behind the trees, or 


shrink down upon the floor, and skulk beneath 


a desk or chair, roll herself into a ball, and re- 


main motionless, with her face to the ground or 
floor. She did not speak an intelligent or in- 
telligible word. She knew not a letter, but was 
altogether a sorrowing, pitiable object. Four- 
teen months have passed away, and this inter- 
esting child is passive, obedient, cheerful, affec- 
tionate and happy. She is valuable as an 
assistant in the kitchen, sewing-room, or 
laundry ; and in the school-room, makes marked 
progress in reading and writing. Her articula- 
tion is more distinct, and she begins to converse 
with confidence in herself. She is fond of her 
needle, and shows her constructiveness by draw- 
ing letters and figures upon her slate. 


This Institution is now at Germantown, and 
had thirty-five pupils on the first of the present 
year. The Superintendent says, “ Last year we 
stated our wants to be ‘ more land, and a properly 
arranged building, large enough to accommodate 
from one hundred and fifty to two hundred per- 
sons.’ Qur appeal was respectfully considered, 
and twenty thousand dollars were granted [by 
the Legislature] for the commencement of a 
building, on condition that we would provide th« 
land. The farm is nowsecured and the building 
commenced, while many indigent children are 
waiting for such further provision as will secure 
to them the promised advantage of treatment and 
instruction.” 


The Directors have addressed a memorial t 
the Legislature for additional aid, and they als: 
appeal to the liberality of the benevolent. They 
look for support and encouragement to those 
whose hearts have been warmed with a religious 
sense of the duty and blessedness of ministering 
to the most helpless and forsaken among the 
children of men. 


Alexander Fullerton, Philadelphia, is the 


us again, making her letters, and learning to! Treasurer, and among the officers we notice our 
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friends Isaac Collins, Dr. Henry Hartshorne, Dr. 
James E. Rhoads, Wistar Morris and John 
Horton. 


THe AMERICAN ANNUAL MONITOR FOR 
1858.—In accordance with a notice which ap- 
peared in the Review several months since, this 
book has been prepared and published by the 
Tract Association of Friends in New York. It 
is a neat volume of 224 pages, closely resem- 
bling the English work, and we trust it will, 
like that, become highly prized, not only as a 
record of deaths, convenient for reference, but 
especially as an auxiliary in the great work of 
promoting righteousness. We think few fami- 
lies, once in possession of a single volume, will 
be willing to forego the privilege of procuring 
the work annually. It is for sale by 8.S. & W. 
Wood, 389 Broadway, New York, Uriah Hunt 
& Son, North 4th St., Philada., and C. Taber 
& Co., New Bedford, Mass. Price 35 cents a 
copy; and 7 cents additional if sent by mail. 

The obituaries are numerous, instructive and 
interesting, embracing all ages, from the venera- 
ble minister of nearly one hundred years, to the 
tender child of six. ‘Care has been taken,’’ 
says the Committee of the Tract Association, in 
the Preface, “that nothing merely laudatory of 
the deceased should be published, but that the 
Christian virtues and graces with which they be- 
came clothed after submitting to the soul-cleans- 
ing operations of the Holy Spirit, might be held 
up to view for the comfort and encouragement 
of others. As the number of those removed 
from our midst, young as well as old, is thus 
annually brought to view, may the language of 
the Apostle be impressed on the reader’s mind, 
‘Here we have no continuing city;’ and may 
the bright example of those, who through faith 
and patience have inherited the promises, be an 
incentive to all to strive like them for an in- 
heritance in ‘a better country—that is, a hea- 
venly.’ ”’ 


MarrieD, at Friends’ Meeting House, Deep River, 
Guilford Co., North Carolina, on the 11th of 2d mo. 
last, Wittiam P. Bunpy, to Martina J., daughter of 
Amos Stuart. 


Diep, on the 26th ult., Josern Largiy, of Bethel 
Township, Del. Co., Pa., in the 65th year of his age, 
a member of Concord Monthly Meeting. 

——, At Centre Grove, Oskaloosa, Iowa, on the 
24th ult., of pulmonary disease, Lyp1a, wife of Benja- 
min Fry, aged 80 years and 8 months. 


the station of Elder, was for three years past a mem- 
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ber of Spring Creek Monthly Meeting, and previously 
of Sandwich Monthly Meeting, New Hampshire. 

Conscious of her approaching end, she dropped 
several remarks to that effect. A few days before her 
decease, she said she had been looking over her past 
life, but found nothing in her way; she felt that her 
sins were forgiven, and her transgressions blotted out. 

She was a devoted wife, a tender mother, a constant 
friend, and a firm and unwavering supporter of our 
Christian testimonies. Though always clothed with 
Christian charity, yet her firmness in strict adherence 
to disciplinary order was an admirable trait in her 
character. Ever preferring others before herself, and 
her readiness always to serve all around her with 
deeds of kindness, were some of the ornaments of her 
meek and quiet spirit. 

In sketching the departure of this our dear friend, 
this Scripture seems forcibly to apply, viz., “ Mark the 
perfect man and behold the upright, for the end of 
that man is peace. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONTRIBUTORS 
TO THE ASYLUM. 


A stated Annual Meeting of “ The Contributors to 
the Asylum for the relief of persons deprived of the 
use of their Reason,” will be held on Fourth-day, the 
17th of Third month, 1858, at 3 o'clock, P. M., at 
Arch street Meeting-house, Philadelphia. 

Witt Bertie, Clerk. 


WANTED, 


A Teacher to take charge of the Male Department of 
Nine Partners Boarding School. We desire a Friend. 
and one well qualified for the situation. 
Communications to be addressed to 
Enoca G. DoRLAND, 
Washington, Dutchess County, N. Y. 


HAVERFORD COLLEGE. 
To Parents and Students. 


The Managers of Haverford College, having seen 
with regret a disposition on the part of some of the 
Students to depart from the simple habits of the re- 
ligious Society of Friends, think it needful to ask for 
this subject the attention of parents, as well as of the 
Students themselves. 

The well known testimony which our religious So- 
ciety has always maintained in favor of true simplicity, 
and the avoidance of changes which are adopted in 
conformity to the demand of popular or fashionable 
usage, is founded on the precepts of the Divine Aa- 
thor of Christianity. It commends itself also to all 
thoughtful men by the results of experience. It may 
well be doubted whether any other evil is more pro- 
ductive of demoralizing influences than the habits 
which are the results of the adoption of fashionable 
usages as the standard of living. They are the fruitful 
source of speculation, of excessive extension of busi- 
ness, and that vicious pursuit of gain, which has be- 
come a characteristic of our time. They promote cor- 
ruption and breaches of trust ; they infuse a spirit of 
jealousy and rivalry into social circles ; lessen the ap- 
preciation of true refinement and of intellectual cul- 
ture, and break up the peace of families. They are 
the offspring of propensities of our nature, the most 
opposed to a Christian life. 

Among the permanent objects which led to the 
founding of Haverford College, the wish to screen our 
young men while engaged in the pursuit of knowledge 
from exposure to those evils, was a prominent one. 
It was believed to be highly important that they 


| should be early accustomed to plain, simple and in- 
She had for many years very acceptably occupied ' 


expensive habits, to that self-denial, without which 
nothing good or great can be achieved. Thus trained 
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and accustomed to test their actions and pursuits by 
a Christian standard, it was hoped that their influence 
might, by the Divine blessing, contribute to stem the 


current of evil which so threatens the welfare of the 
community. 

The Managers, therefore, cannot but be earnest in 
endeavoring to promote among the students, and so 
far as it is justified by the relation in which they stand 
to them, in enforcing those simple observances which 
are needful for such training. Every form of extrava- 
gance is a departure from this principle. As one of 
these forms, in which it most frequently displays 
itself, the Board has from the first opening of the In- 
stitution thought it right to regulate the dress of the 
students ; and they appeal both to parents and to the 
students to co-operate with them in maintaining in 
reference to it, as well as in all other respects, the 
plain and simple usages which have always distin- 
guished the Society of Friends. 

They renew their earnest request that parents will 
be very careful how they place money at the disposal 
of their sons, and they feel bound to require that they 
aid them in checking all self-indulgent habits, and in 
a strict conformity to the rules bearing on this sub- 
ject. Extracted from the Minutes. 

Cartes YARNALL, Secretary. 


LARGE BEQUESTS. 


The late Charles Avery, of Pittsburg, left an 
estate valued at $700,000. He bequeathed 
$20,000 asa fund for the support of super- 
annuated clergymen of the Methodist Protestant 
Church ; $20,000 to the Oberlin Institute in 
Ohio ; $25,000 to a school for colored children, 
which he founded in Allegheny city, (Pa;) 
$5,000 to the Insane Asylum in Western Penn- 


testant Churches in Allegheny city and Birming- 
ham, and the second Methodist Protestant Church 
in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 

The remainder of his property, after all ex- 
penses and incumbrances are paid, is to be di- 
vided into two parts—one of said parts to bea 
‘‘ perpetual fund for disseminating the light of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the blessings of 
civilization among the benighted black and 
colored races of people inhabiting the continent 
of Africa. And to this end, I direct my execu- 
tors to pay over such funds to such person or 
persons, or body corporate, as by the laws of the 
State of New York may be legally competent to 
take and hold the same for the American Mis- 
sionary Association, located in the city of New 
York, to be thereafter invested, managed and 
applied under the direction of the executive com- 
mittee of that Association, for the uses and pur- 
poses aforesaid, and for no other, but leaving to 
the discretion of the said American Missionary 
Association the time and manner of its applica- 
cation, as well of the principal as of the interest 
and increase thereof.” 

The remaining half of this sum is to be con- 
stituted a perpetual fund for promoting the edu- 
cation and elevation of the colored people of the 
United States of America and the British Pro- 


vinces of Canada, to be appropriated and applied 
by his executors. 
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To the question, who was Charles Avery? a 
writer in the Christian Observer thus responds :— 

“Tn the years 1808 and 1809, and perhaps seve- 
ral years later, he was a hired assistant in a small 
retail drug store in Southwark, Philad’a., kept by 
the widow of a deceased physician, who could not 
have afforded more than a hundred dollars per 
annum and boarding, as a compensation for his 
services. Yet there he was, night and day, faith- 
ful to the trust confided to him, save when his 
religious meetings called him from his post. 
Although a young man, he was aconsistent mem- 
ber of the Methodist Church, and had so much 
of the aspect of a Christian and an honest man, 
that every body confided in his integrity. Never 
did I hear a suspicion raised touching his char- 
acter or conduct, albeit he was known to be pos- 
sessed of an ordinary intellect, which had not been 
improved by literary culture. 

W hat were the reasons that induced his removal 
to what was then called the West, I never heard, 


but such were his habits of economy in this city, 


that he accumulated enough, as the savings of 


years, to make an experiment in business in a 


growing point, such as Pittsburg was known to 
be at that time. He was, perhaps, the first in 


that region to start a factory for the production 
of white lead, which, in connection with a large 
drug store, gave him a prominent position and a 
lucrative trade. His youthful habits of economy 
followed him to his new location, where he soon 
became a regular preacher in the Methodist 
Church, though never in the itineracy proper. 


When I was attending thesessions of the General 
Assembly in 1835, Mr. Avery resided in the 


house where his business was located, in a part 


of the city by no means fashionable, being little 
over a square from the river. In that spot he 


rose from a few hundreds to half a million, which, 


by care and discretion, at last swelled to seven 
hundred thousand dollars. 

For many years before his decease, Mr. Avery 
was among the most liberal contributors to the 
great charities of the day, and for the further- 
ance of the religious institutions that were dear 
to his heart. He had his preferences, it is true, 
and had a right to cherishthem. But his whole 
life, and his last will and testament, as recently 
made public, are the best illustrations of what 
may be accomplished by a young man devoted 
to the cause of Christ, unaided by influential men, 
and resting solely for success on the favor of God, 
and his own untiring efforts.” 


DON’T DESPISE SMALL THINGS. 


Some years ago a gentleman visiting a farmer 
in Tolland, Connecticut, took from his pocket a 
small potato, which somehow had got in there 
at home. It was thrown out with a smile, and 
the farmer taking it in his hand to look at it, a 
curious little boy of twelve, standing at his elbow, 
asked him what it was. ‘“‘ Oh,” said he, “ noth- 
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ing but a potato, my boy; take and plant it, 
and you shall have all that you can raise from it 
till you are free.”” The lad took it, and the far- 
mer thought no more about it at the time. The 
boy, however, not despising small potatoes, care- 
fully divided it into as many pieces as he could 
find eyes, and put them into the ground. The 
product was carefully put aside in the fall, and 
planted in the spring, and so on till the fourth 
year, when, the yield being good, the actual pro- 
duct was four hundred bushels! The farmer 
seeing the prospect that the potato field would, 
by another year, cover his whole farm, asked to 
be released from his promise. 


THE FATHER OF STEAMBOATS. 
(Concluded from page 415.) 


Notwithstanding these discouragements, he 
persevered with unabated energy. Some of 
the best men of Philadelphia, distinguished for 
their education, their fortune, and their general 
standing in the community, contributed their 
support to the enterprise. Robert Morris 
gave fifty dollars; but Dr. Franklin, having a 
boat project of his own, refused all assistance. 
James Wilson, a signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, and Richard Stockton, of New 
Jersey, the son of a signer, were also associates. 
In March, 1789,a new cylinder of eighteen 
inches in length, was ordered to be cast at Atsion 
furnace. It was not ready for trial until near 
the end of August. But alterations in other 


parts of the machinery were found necessary. 
These, in the then crude condition of the me- 
chanic arts, required a long time to complete, and 


were very expensive. Some of the improvements 
suggested, turned out to be total failures. Even 
Fitch became dispirited. Yet the boat was com- 
pleted after all. Her engine was set in motion, 
but the wind being very high, she could make 
but little progress. That night, to complete the 
chapter of accidents, the boat took fire and was 
seriously damaged. The company, nothing 
daunted, repaired damages and started her again. 
She went very well, but not fast enough fora 
packet-boat. This was in December, and winter 
coming on, the campaign was closed, leaving the 
inventor clothed in rags and largely in debt for 
board. During the winter the boilers of the boat 
were altered at an expense of £50, and the pipe- 
boiler laid aside. There is every reason to pre- 
sume that Fitch’s pipe-boiler was the nucleus 
from which John Stevens, of New Jersey, after- 
wards constructed his celebrated tubular boiler, 
now so extensively in use. 

In April, 1790, the boat was again tried, and 
was successful. No vessel, even with a stiff 
breeze, could hold its way with the steam- 
boat, but all fell astern. Many of them did their 
best to keep up with her, but none succeeded. 
Indeed, the success was complete, and was owing 
to improvements in the machinery which had 


been devised by Fitch during the winter. He 
was in high spirits, and his prolific pen has re- 
corded the exultation of his heart at the apparent 
termination of all his difficulties. Strange as it 
may now sound to us, this vast enterprise, car- 
ried on for years in the then metropolis of the 
Union, and brought conspicuously before Congress 
and the legislatures of several States, had never 
been once noticed by the newspapers. They 
seem to have been dead to all appreciation of the 
embryo giant. The United States Gazette, of 
May 15, ina brief paragraph of ten lines, noticed 
the fact that the steamboat had gone to Burling- 
ton in three hours and a quarter against a head 
wind, and that she returned to the city at the 
rate of seven miles an hour. Subsequently, this 
speed was accurately proved to reach eight miles 
an hour. The great problem was now solved, 
and the boat was run regularly to Burlington as 
a passenger boat, beating every other craft on the 
river. Accidents occasionally occurred, but they 
were easily repaired. The Franklin Gazette, 
published by Bache, a relative of Dr. Franklin, 
ungenerously attacked the steamboat by ridicule, 
although Bache had taken many trips in her. 

The enterprise was now so firmly established 
that the boat was regularly advertised in the 
newspapers as a conveyance for passengers. The 
journals of the day contain twenty-three succes- 
sive advertisements of this kind, specifying thirty - 
one trips. These trips were equal to nearly four- 
teen hundred miles. So complete was the machine- 
ry that the boat ran five hundred miles without 
a single accident. She ran as much as eighty 
miles in one day. Seventeen years after this, 
Fulton’s boat occupied thirty-two hours in going 
one hundred and fifty miles to Albany. Had 
Fitch’s boat started alongside, she would have 
beaten Fulton’s by fifty-two miles. Fitch’s engine 
was invented by himself, and was built by com- 
mon blacksmiths, who understood nothing of its 
mode of operation beyond the instructions given 
them from day to day by its inventor. Fulton’s 
engine came ready made to his hand, complete 
from the workshop of its English inventor, per- 
fect in all its details, and ready to be placed im- 
mediately in the hold of his boat. Fulton declared 
it impossible to make a boat run more than five 
miles an hour, even in dead water, and in 1811 
offered Dr. Thornton an hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars if he would make a boat to exceed 
it. Yet Fitch’s boat, twenty years before, had 
actually travelled eight miles an hour. The 
brilliant genius of poor Fitch is nowhere more 
strikingly shown than in the superior speed at- 
tained by his roughly constructed engine over 
that of the English machine employed by Fulton. 
Fitch constructed his from money raised by re- 
luctant contribution of small sums, and of inade- 
quate amount, while Fulton enjoyed the patron- 
age of a generous and wealthy man, who gave 
freely whatever was needed until the enterprise 
became immensely remunerative. 





430 


The boat thus eminently successful was con- 
sidered by its owners too limited in its accommo- 
dations to be used as a successful passenger boat, 
and a new one, to be called the Perseverance, was 
resolved upon. Fitch, upon whom the great 
financial labor of the company appears to have 
always rested, begged that the boat might not be 
commenced until the whole cost had been actually 
collected. But his advice was unheeded. The 
project, however, languished until 1792, and 
during all this long interval Fitch was suffering 
the horrors of the most abject poverty. His 
wardrobe was reduced to rags; his hat had been 
worn two years, and the age of his coat, rent at 
the wrists, the elbows, and under the arms, he 
could not tell. Money for the boat came in so 
slowly that at one time there was not enough to 
pay for altering one of the cocks. Then the 
directors interfered and made expensive and 
utterly useless alterations. Whatever work was 
done was done by halves. The whole enterprise 
was finally abandoned, and poor Fitch loitered 
about Philadelphia an abject, despised, insulted, 
heart-broken man. Yet he continued to visit 
the shops where his boats had been built and his 
machinery constructed. On one of these visits, 
after dilating with his usual enthusiasm on the 
greatness of the invention which even in his utter 
destitution still absorbed his whole mind, he con- 
cluded by saying, “ Well, gentlemen, although 
I shall not live to see the time, you will, when 
steamboats will be preferred to all other means 
of conveyance, and especially for passengers ; and 


they will be particularly useful in the navigation 


of the river Mississippi.” He then retired, on 
which Brown, who had been the blacksmith, 
turned to Wilson, the builder of the boat, and 
exclaimed, in a tone of deep sympathy, ‘* Poor 
fellow, what a pity he is crazy !’’ Yet both these 
men had witnessed the complete success of Fitch’s 
boats. 

This unfortunate man now occupied his time 
in committing to paper the history of his great 
invention, of the trials and sufferings he had 
encountered, the cruel wrongs and persecutions 
he had suffered, and of the final triumph of his 
steamboat. He tells us with a simple pathos 
that touches the heart, that “ the day will come 
when some more powerful man will get fame and 
riches from my invention; but nobody will be- 
lieve that poor John Fitch can do any thing 
worthy of attention.” In October, 1792, he 
deposited his manuscript in the Philadelphia 
Library, with directions that the seal of the 
envelope should remain unbroken until the year 
1823. The style of this manuscript is plain and 
unpretending. The autobiography is frank and 
full, even to weakness. His history of the steam- 
boat is directed to his children, for whom he 
always cherished an affecting tenderness. It 
contains, moreover, a multitude of curious facts 
concerning persons and things of the times in 
which he flourished. 
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Fitch next proceeded to England, where he 
published “ An explanation for keeping a ship’s 
traverse at sea.” In 1794 he worked his passage 
home as a common sailor, and landed at Boston 
in a state of complete destitution. After re- 
maining there some time, he visited the 
city of New York, where, in the summer of 1796 
or 797, he launched a small steamboat on the 
Collect, a large pond of water which covered the 
ground where the prison known as the Tombs 
now stands. Robert R. Livingston, afterwards 
the generous patron of Fulton, was several times 
on this boat, while it was navigated by steam 
upon the pond, and was fitted with a screw pro- 
peller. The boiler was a ten or twelve gallon 
iron pot, with a plank lid secured to it by an 
iron bar placed transversely. The boat itself 
was a ship’s yawl. This steamboat, therefore, 
preceded Fulton’s by about eleven years. From 
New York, Fitch proceeded to Philadelphia, still 
haunted by an inextinguishable ambition to estab- 
lish steamboat navigation on a large scale. He 
conceived the idea of building boats in Kentucky 
to navigate the western rivers, and visited that 
State, but his project was received with disheart- 
ening coldness. His Kentucky lands were over- 
run with squatters, and he became involved in 
vexatious litigation to recover possession. These 
long continued suits, and his profound mortifica- 
tion at the failure of his darling steamboat enter- 
prise to command the public attention, broke 
down his spirits and disgusted him with life. 
Yet even then he worked upon a model boat some 
three feet in length, with wheels at the sides. 
This boat was launched in 1797 or 98. It was 
the last effort of the disheartened and now de- 
spairing man, and is yet preserved by Mr. 
James H. McCord, of St. Louis. In the summer 
of 1798, this unhappy man, disappointed in all 
his most darling expectations, yet profoundly 
satisfied of the truth of the great idea he had 
often enunciated, that the ocean itself would be 
navigated by steam, and weary of a world in which 
from his tenderest years he seems to have expe- 
rienced little else than hardship, closed his career 
at Bardstown, Kentucky. 

The facts in this sketch are derived from a 
volume of some four hundred pages, entitled 
“The Life of John Fitch, the Inventor of the 
Steamboat,” by Thompson Westcott, of Phila- 
delphia, lately published by Messrs. J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Co.— North American and Gazette. 


THE FARMER’S OCCUPATION. 
ONE ADVANTAGE OF IT SELDOM CONSIDERED. 


Of the several advantages which belong to the 
occupation of the tiller of the soil, there is one 
which, though far from being the least, seems to 
be very seldom taken into the account, as we find 
but little mention made of it, or reference to it 
in conversations or writings upon this subject. 
This seemingly but little thought of advantage, 
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consists in the fact that the employment of those 
who cultivate the soil, as a general rule, exempts 
those who follow it from the two opposite ex- 
tremes of poverty and riches, which are about 
equally pernicious in their tendencies, tempta- 
tions and influences. Although men generally 
shut their eyes upon the evils of prosperity, and 
do not willingly, directly, or in practice, acknow- 
ledge them, yet there is a tacit confession often 
made of the existence of certain dangers or evils 
in the possession of great riches, as in the com- 
monly received opinion that there are more good 
men and women, more worth of character, more 
persons living usefully and respectably, more do- 
mestic happiness, more peace and contentment, 
and less folly and vice in the middle ranks of 
society, than among either the very rich or the 
very poor. In this form, if in no other, we can 
obtain some acknowledgment of the evils, or at 
least dangers of prosperity, that is, of riches iso- 
lated from a life of industry. 

Now as all farmers, at least in the greater part 
of these United States, occupy, or may occupy 
this middle ground at a safe remove from the 
extremes of poverty and riches, destitution or 
over-abundance, and as their business almost of 
necessity involves their occupying it, this may be 
accounted one of the characteristic advantages of 
their profession. And even when they rise to 


the possession of considerable wealth, as some 
few of them occasionally do, they remain almost 
entirely free from the evils and perils of such a 


position, chiefly in virtue of two peculiarities of 
their occupation. One of these is, that so long 
as they remain farmers, the care and oversight 
of their lands require that they should be actively 
and industriously employed ; and the other is, 
that when they arrive at the possession of riches, 
they do so usually in a gradual way, which exempts 
them from one of the worst circumstances con- 
nected with prosperity, namely, its suddenness. 
For it is when riches come to.a man suddenly or 
unexpectedly, that they produce usually the 
most pernicious results, making him not unfre- 
quently ‘a fool of fortune,” or proud, overbear- 
ing and extravagant. ; 

These considerations seem not undeserving 
the attention of parents and others, whose esti- 
mates of a farmer’s business may influence their 
own happiness, or the choice which is to be made 
by others.— Country Gentleman. A. 


THE INNER CALM. 


Calm me, my God, and keep me calm ; 
While these hot breezes blow, 

Be like the night-dew’s cooling balm 
Upon earth’s fevered brow. 


Calm me, my God, and keep me calm, 
Soft resting on thy breast, 

Soothe me with holy hymn and psalm, 
And bid my spirit rest. 


Calm me, my God, and keep me calnr; 
Let thine outstretched wing 
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Be like the shade of Elim’s palm 
Beside her desert spring. 


Yes, keep me calm, tho’ loud and rude 
The sounds my ear that greet, 
Calm in the closet’s solitude, 
Calm in the bustling street. 


Calm in the day of buoyant health, 
Calm in my hour of pain, 

Calm in my poverty or wealth, 
Calm in my loss or gain. 


Calm in the snfferance of wrong, 
Like Him who bore my shame, 

Calm ’mid the threatening, taunting throng, 
Who -hate thy holy name. 


Calm when the great world’s news with power 
My listening spirit stir ; 

Let not the tidings of the hour 
F’er find too fond an ear! 


Calm as the ray of sun or star, 
Which storms assail in vain, 
Moving unruffled thro’ earth’s war 

The eternal calm to gain. 


For Friends’ Review. 
TO A YOUNG TEACHER. 


Should cold Indifference, with careless eye, 
Heed not thy hidden tear, or secret sigh ; 
Should base Ingratitude her arrows dip, 

In the dread virus of the slanderer’s lip; 
Should Envy aim her daggers at thy heart, 
The shield of Truth will turn aside each dart. 
Toil on, young Toiler in the cause of Truth, 
Inscribe her lessons on the mind of youth, 

For every mind hath album pages still, 

Which Truth, or Error, will be sure to fill. 

Toi! on! Toil on ! and when thy load of care 
Seems heavier than one human heart can bear, 
Know there are hearts that sympathize with thee, 
Know there are breathing souls upon the knee, 
Whose aspirations with thine own ascend 

To thy Almighty Teacher, and thy friend. 
Obey His voice! Commit to Him the rest, 


And lean in safety on His faithful breast. MM. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Fortien INTELLIGENCE.—Liverpool dates to the 20th 
ult. have been received. 

In the English Parliament, leave had been granted 
to Lord Palmerston by a large majority, to introduce 
his bill for altering the government of India. On the 
motion for a second reading of the bill relative to con- 
spiracy to murder, the government was defeated by a 
majority of 19; an amendment offered by Milner Gib- 
son being adopted, censuring Ministers for not having 
replied to the despatch of the French government on 
the subject, but expressing the detestation of the 
House for such attempts as that against the life of the 
Emperor, and professing a readiness to amend the 
laws, if necessary, upon due investigation. Numerous 
meetings in opposition to the bill had been held in 
London and elsewhere. A French refugee named 
Bernard had been arrested by the London police, on 
a charge of complicity in the plot against Napoleon, 
and held for trial under the existing English laws; 
and areward of £1000 had been offered for an English 
stock broker, similarly accused, who had absconded. 

The trial of the Directors of the Royal British Bank, 
for conspiracy to defraud the shareholders and the 
public, was commenced in the Court of Queen’s 
Bench on the 13th ult., and was still in progress. 
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The returns of the British Board of Trade for the 
12th month last, show a decrease in the value of ex- 
ports of £2,897,185, compared with the corresponding 
period of 1856. The reduction was chiefly in Man- 
chester goods. 

It was reported that the German Bund was about to 
request, in the form of an ultimatum, that the King of 
Denmark would change the constitutional institutions 
of Holstein and Lauenburg so that they might be is 
accordance with the federal laws of Germany. 

News a week later had been received from India, 
the general import of which was favorable to the 
English, though it contained nothing striking. Sir 
Colin Campbell was engaged in the subjugation of 
Rohilcund, and expected soon to advance upon Luck- 
now. Gen. Outram, who was holding Alumbagh, not 
far from Lucknow, had twice defeated the insurgents. 
The Bombay and Madras Presidencies, and the Pun- 
jaub, were reported undisturbed. 

No later intelligence had arrived from China, but 
the details brought by the last steamer show that 
Canton was virtually in the possession of the English. 

A bill has been introduced in the provincial legis- 
lature of New Brunswick, to abolish imprisonment 
for debt; and also one to abolish the right of primo- 
geniture in rea] estate, allowing equal rights to all 
the children. These bills were favorably received. 

Domestic.—The act authorizing a new Constitu- 
tional Convention, passed by the territorial legislature 
of Kansas at its late session, is not acknowledged by 
the Governor as valid, since it did not receive his sig- 
nature ; while the Free State party regard it as a legal 
statute, and are preparing to elect delegates under it. 
The evidence taken before the commissioners ap- 
pointed by the legislature to investigate election 
frauds, has been forwarded to Washington, but is not 
yet published in full. Johnson County, where some 
of the most glaring frauds have been perpetrated, being 
now legally opened to occupation, a movement is in 


progress to introduce settlers from the free States, and 
a settlement has been founded at Spring Hill, by a 
company from Ohio and New England. A large emi- 
gration to the county is anticipated this season. 

The Message of Brigham Young, as Governor, to the 
legislature of Utah, dated in the 12th month last, has 


been received here. It denies the constitutional 
right of the President to appoint officers for the terri- 
tory without the consent of the people; declares that 
he has received no official notification of such appoint- 
ment ; and denounces the army sent to enforce it as a 
mere unauthorized mob. The legislature, in response, 
unanimously adopted and signed a series of resolu- 
tions indorsing the doctrines of the message, depreca- 
ting the hostility manifested towards the people of 
Utah by the General Government, and pledging them- 
selves to resistance. An act was passed attaching 
Green River county, in which the troops are located, to 
Salt Lake county. The Mormons are said to be prepar- 
ing to fight the U. S. troops. One of the leaders in- 
cluded with Young in the indictment for treason, who 
is now a prisoner with the army, was put upon his 
trial in the District Court organized at the head-quar- 
ters by the newly appointed U. S. Judge, in the early 
part of the 1st month ; but the case was adjourned, to 
allow him time to procure witnesses. 

At the recent session of the territorial legislature 
of Oregon, the following preamble and resolution were 
introduced, but after a warm discussion, were in- 
definitely postponed ; viz. : 

“« Whereas it has been decided, by the Supreme Court 
of the United States, that Congress has no power to 
prohibit the introduction of slavery into the territo- 
ries ; and whereas, slavery is tolerated by the Consti- 


tution of the United States ; therefore, Resolved, That | 


the chair appoint a committee of three to report what 


legislation is necessary to protect the rights of persons ' 
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holding slaves in the territory.” Although the ordi- 
nance of 1787 was extended over the territory at its 
organization, yet many persons emigrating thither 
from slave States took slaves with them, and there are 
said to be some hundreds now there. They were taken 
thither, however, with the understanding that they 
could not or should not be held in slavery after 
arriving. Since the passage Of the Kansas-Nebraska 
act, and the Dred Scott decision, the idea has been 
advanced that slavery exists there legally, and will do 
so until the State is admitted into the Union with its 
free constitution ; and hence the above proceedings. 

The case of a slave who had been taken by his 
master from Mississippi to California, and who, re- 
fusing to return, was arrested and taken before the 
County Court at Sacramento, has been decided in 
favor of his freedom. The late master has appealed 
to the Supreme Court of the State, but no doubt is 
entertained that the decision will be confirmed. 

A bill authorizing a company already formed to im- 
port 2500 free Africans, to be indentured for not less 
than 15 years, has passed the House of Representatives 
of Louisiana. 

Capt. M. C. Perry, the commander of the U. S. ex- 
pedition to Japan in 1853-54, died at his residence in 
New York on the 4th inst. 

The number of deaths in New York city last week 
was 465; in Philadelphia, 217, being an increase of 
21 on the preceding week. 

Coneress.—The House bill, making an appropria- 
tion to fulfil treaty stipulations relative to the aboli- 
tion of the Sound Dues, passed the Senate on the 2d 
inst. Houston, of Texas, introduced a bill for organi- 
zing a regiment of mounted volunteers to defend th« 
Texas frontier, and also authorizing the President t 
raise four additional regiments of volunteers. Doug- 
las called up his resolution asking for information on 
Kansas affairs, and spoke in its support. The Kansas bil! 
of the Committee on Territories being taken up as the 
special order, Pugh, of Ohio, gave notice of anamend- 
ment giving the people power to alter or abolish their 
form of government, in such manner as they may think 
proper, so that it be republican in form, and accora- 
ant with the federal constitution. The bill was dis- 
cussed on that and the two succeeding days, Collamer. 
of Vt., and Seward, of N. Y., making able and elabor- 
ate speeches against it, and Hammond, of S. C., in its 
favor. On the 4th, the Senate adjourned to the 8th. 
On the 8th the debate on the Kansas bill was re- 
sumed, when Doolittle, of Wis., and Foster, of Conn.. 
spoke in opposition to the bill, and to the extension 
of slavery into Kansas. Green, of Mo., who reported 
the bill on behalf of the majority of the Committee on 
Territories, intimated that he would call for a direct 
vo. upon it onthe 15th. On the 9th Hamlin, of 
Maine, made a speech in opposition to the Kansas bill. 

The House was occupied, on the 2d and 3d, with 
discussing the action of the Naval Retiring Board rela- 
tive to reductions in the list of officers in the navy. 
On the 4th, a resolution offered on a previous day, by 
Hoard, of N. Y., asking the appointment of a select 
committee to investigate whether the President had 
attempted to control, by Executive patronage, the 
action of the House on the Lecompton constitution, © 
was laid on the table. Quitman, of Miss., advocated 
the passage of the volunteer bill. On the 8th Taylor. 
of La., presented a resolution providing for an in- 
quiry into the facts of the seizure by the French gov- 
ernment of the bark Adriatic, which was referred tv 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. The bill was 
passed appropriating $340,000 to pay the deficiency in 
the printing appropriations of the 33rd and 34th Con- 
gresses. The session of the 9th was principally oc- 
cupied ‘in debate on the Kansas question, though the 
ostensible subject under consideration was the Diplo- 
matic Appropriation bill. 





